AFTER   EVEREST
expected of any religion in which character plays so small
a part, and ceremonial, magic, and superstition such a large
one, there are many ways in which the evil side of man's
nature has run riot in inventing ceremonies and accessories
for the man-made religion of the village temple. We are
here very far removed from the lofty thought of Bhakti or
the teachings of the The Bhagavad Gita.
In looking at the evil side of popular Hinduism, one is
struck by the undoubted fact, too little realized, that where
man evolves a religion, he tends to do so in certain ways
which are corpmon to many countries and faiths. The most
important and most fundamental of these is the creation of
a priesthood—a section of the community who are said to
be in special contact with the gods, and therefore in a
specialist's position with regard to ordinary men and women.
In nearly every religion a priesthood of some sort has been
evolved, and the priest is said to possess special powers, con-
ferred on him either by right of birth or by a magical cere-
monial. Those powers are often exploited in such a way
as to procure material gain for the priest, who has ordinary
folk in the position of a kind of spiritual blackmail, and
often makes a very good thing out of it. As in many other '
religions, the priests of the temples of India are of all sorts.
Some of them are true devotees, and seriously convinced
that they are on the right path. Others are among the
most dissolute and sinister rogues whom it has been my
lot to meet. Over some temples—among them two in
particular, of special reputation for so-called " sanctity "—
there hovers a spirit of evil, and on entering their portals
one feels a definite sensation of diabolical influences sur-
rounding one. Many people whom I know have felt
exactly the same thing in these temples. The devilish
doings of the Borgias and the Satanic goings-on in the
Church of the twelfth century must have provided a very
similar atmosphere of evil. Just as St. Francis and his
foEowers felt this evil and got away from it into simplicity
and " poverty/1 so some of the enlightened Hindus of
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